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     Family Campers & RVers tradition of offering entertain-
ing and informative national rallies with fun and friendship 
activities for  all ages continued July 8 ï 15 at the Allen 
County Fairgrounds in Lima, Ohio. Relating to Limaôs histo-
ry as manufacturer of steam locomotives, the theme was ñAll 
Aboard, Destination Great Lakes Region.ò There were 233 
units on grounds and 9 day passes.. Chairmen for the event 
were Great Lakes Regional Directors, Dave and Linda Hennie 
(OH) with Co-chairmen, Vickie and Lar-
ry Roop (IN). Members from the Great 
Lakes Region of FCRV (IL, IN, KY, MI. 
WI, OH) headed the committees.  

     A perfect summer evening greeted everyone at the non-denominational church 
service and opening ceremonies at the large open sided pavilion. People were awed 
by the stage background that featured a locomotive with turning wheels and smok-
ing stack. The passenger car windows had changeable images. It was designed and 
built by Ray Thornton of Michigan. 
     Dave Hennie blew the railroad whistle at 7:30 sharp for the parade of flags and 
Canadian and U. S. Anthems. Welcomes were extended by Fair Board President, 
Don Kimmet, General Manager, Bob Fricke, and Visitorôs Bureau Manager, Sharee 
Brenneman. Bob Fricke was presented with an honorary FCRV membership. FCRV 
President Shari Weber welcomed everyone and introduced the Trustees. Dave and 
Linda Hennie introduced their team leaders and recognized the many volunteers in 
orange shirts and railroad hats. Stepping forward to cut the opening ribbon were 
2016 Miss FCRV, Emily Kurburski and 2016 Teen King, Nicholas Kite, and 2017 

International Retiree King and Queen, Bob and Carolyn Deshone. 
Following the ceremony, people headed for the Great Lakes Hospi-
tality which featured a person search game with prizes and the teen 
building hosted a sock hop. Many stopped off at the ice cream ven-
dorôs stand along the way.  
     Heavy rains interrupted some activities on Monday. The Family 
Fun Day was moved into the large open sided arena, but winds af-
fected the inflatables and games. The teen sponsored lunch went off 

{ǘŀƎŜ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ ōȅ wŀȅ ¢ƘƻǊƴǘƻƴΣ aL 

{ǳŜ CǊƻƴƘƻƭȊŜǊ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ /ƘŀƛǊƳŜƴΣ 5ŀǾŜ ϧ [ƛƴŘŀ 
IŜƴƴƛŜΣ /ƻ-/ƘŀƛǊƳŜƴΣ [ŀǊǊȅ ϧ ±ƛŎƪƛŜ wƻƻǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ [ŀƪŜǎ wŜƎƛƻƴΦ 

wŀȅ ¢Ƙƻƴǘƻƴϥǎ  ǎǘŀƎŜ 
ǘǊŀƛƴ ƘŀŘ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜŜƭǎΦ 
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as scheduled also in the arena. The weather cleared in time for the evening stage program which began 
with National Awards. Citations were presented by Shari Weber and Sue Carlsen to Ron and Reba Ray, 
Ed and Angie Shaneyfelt, and Marvin and Edith Kramer. Plaques were presented to Gerry and Betty 
Owens, Ray and Jane Thornton, and Scott and Jill Serbousek. The Hank Nathan Lifetime Achievement 
Award was earned by Juanita Woolworth. See the separate awards article for details. 

    The entertainment could only be described with two words ï quali-
ty and variety. The Marlins are four seasoned musicians / singers, all 
brothers who did a fast moving show that included some comedy and 
almost every type of music, each true to form and well done. They 
also did an original song, ñI Believe in Americaò on which the audi-
ence joined in. Folks were on their feet for ñYMCAò and the finale 
which was a medley of patriotic standards, ending with ñGod Bless 
the U.S.A.ò   It was a satisfying hour and 45 minutes. After the show 
Ontario hosted a hospitality. Another thunder storm hit later in the 
evening. 
     Tuesday featured the golf scramble, horseshoes competition, bird-
house and wildlife photo contest, aluminum tab collection, pet parade, 

PA hospitality, conservation poster judging, Miss FCRV thank you hospitality, and seminars.  
     The evening program began with the FCRV Annual Meeting. Following the anthems and invocation, 
President, Shari Weber introduced Past Presidents, Juanita Woolworth , wife of late Don Woolworth, 
Jim and Barb Turner, and Larry and Vickie Roop. Also introduced were the Trustees and their spouses, 
Corresponding and Recording Secretary, Sue Carlson (Chuck), Comptroller, Vodean Benham, VP of 
Planning and Development, Scott Serbousek (Jill), VP of Pro-
grams, George Walters (Debbie), VP of Operations, Sue From-
holzer (Carl), Past President, Jack Smye (Sonya), and incom-
ing Comptroller, Jan Cushing (Kip). Three Trustees were in-
stalled for the coming term by Larry Roop - Jan Cushing, 
Comptroller, Scott Serbousek, VP Planning and  Development, 
and Sue Fromholzer, VP of Operations. Comptroller Benham 
reported income for the year was $131,225, expenses 
$117,288, balance $$13,336. Scott Serbousek presented top 
membership growth awards to Regional Directors, Jeff and 
Shirley Kendle for Arizona (small state) and State Directors, Doug and Connie Black of Illinois (large 
state). Serbousek also reported that proceeds from Family Fun Day teen lunch will go to Scholarship and 
Wildlife programs after a Campvention teen activity.  Marjory Bates, Reba Ray, and Gerry Owens gave 
a preview of the 2018 Campvention set for July 9 ï 18 at Meadow Event Park in Doswell, Virginia. 

(details in separate article). Sue Carlson Presented the Hu-
manitarian award to Bob and Lou Powell. Awards of Merit 
went to George Walters and Debbie Ludwig. The Alf Chap-
ter, most of whom were on hand, received the Chapter of the 
Year Award (award details separate). Shari weber concluded 
the meeting by answering questions on Campvention and 
the Field Directors Manual. In her final comments she said 
she loves seeing her camping family and has wonderful 
memories of past campventions, noting that fun is conta-
gious. She urged everyone to work on getting new members 
and to preserve the purposes and values of FCRV. 

     For entertainment, The Bulldogs from Indiana brought back the oldies with a wide variety of 50ôs and 
60ôs music. Four talented guys and 1 girl had audience members dancing, each song bringing out more 
dancers. They worked in a few train songs and dancers formed a line and marched across the arena. Kip 
Cushing was in charge of entertainment for the week. Michigan provided hospitality after the program. 
   Throughout the week several daily activities took place such as walks, devotions, biking, youth, teen, adult 
center, seminars, crafts, meetings, commercial, band practice, pageant practice, etc. Self guided tours were 

¢ƘŜ aŀǊƭƛƴǎ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƘƻǿ  

aƻƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ 

[ŀǊǊȅ wƻƻǇ ǎǿŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎΣ Wŀƴ /ǳǎƘƛƴƎΣ  
{Ŏƻǧ {ŜǊōƻǳǎŜƪΣ ϧ {ǳŜ CǊƻƳƘƻƭȊŜǊ 

!ƭŦ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
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popular especially the Lima Museum and Neil Armstrong Museum. There were 12 vendors on hand ï Lula 
Rose womenôs clothing, Scentsy scented candles, Karenôs Embroidery FCRV clothing, Wayneôs RV parts / 
repair, Eastern Stars glass ornaments, Blue Streak chemical dispensers, , Pampered Chef kitchen items, Pure 
Promotions variety items, Sky Med medical transport, Popôs breakfast & lunch  stand, J&M homemade ice 
cream. Seminars were held on CPR training, kitchen gadgets, full timing, RVing to Alaska, holding tank 
chemicals,  photo books, Dutch oven cooking, and FCRV officer training 

     Wednesday was a busy day with site decorating judging, washer toss 
competition, and all the Teen Queen and King Pageant preparations. The 
teen talent presentations, prepared essay, poise and confidence, evening 
gown / formal wear segments were completed in the afternoon and the fina-
le was held in the evening.  19 year old Beth OôNeal of Illinois was crowned 
Miss FCRV 2017. First Runner-up was Katy Kurburski of Michigan.  Miss 
Congeniality was Abbie LaManna of New York, and Star Performer was 
also Beth OôNeal. FCRV Teen King for 2017 is Peter Kurburski, 16 of 
Michigan. (Complete pageant details in separate article). Following the pag-
eant, the contestants led a Mardi Gras parade to the fine arts building for an 
open hospitality prior to the Teen Queen Ball. 
     The final items of business immediately following the afternoon pageant 
were program awards. Carl Wood presented the Scholarship list of 9 win-

ners. On hand were Amy Wittmeyer ( ô17 Schu  award), Emily Kurburski, Nick Kyte, and Hannah Robb. 
Wood noted that FCRV has given $372,000 in scholarships to 350 winners since 1990. (Complete details in 
separate article). Karen Snodgrass presented the youth óCamping Isô awards and Mary Lehnerd presented the 
conservation poster, essay, and project awards (separate article). Joanie Stone reported 11 Wildlife grants this 
year totaling $5,200. George Walters presented Wildlife grants, bird house and photo winners (separate arti-
cle). Shirley MacKenzie presented the scrapbook contest winner, Roaming Buffaloôs of North Dakota. Mac-
Kenzie announced that the scrapbook and photo book contest will be discontinued due to lack of participation. 
Ironically, the Roaming Buffaloôs won the very first scrapbook contest and now the last. Fortunately another 
thunder storm held off until late night. 
     Thursday was filled with the morning Marketplace chapter project / craft sale, ladder golf, teen softball and 
volleyball, teen bowling outing, field staff meetings, euchre tournament, Southeast region hospitality, and fi-
nal door prize pick up. The ladies Red Hat luncheon and menôs Hard Hat lunch were well attended with guest 
speakers on early days dress styles and Limaôs railroad and train building history.  
     The evening program began with introduction of the 2017 Teen Royalty and presentation of checks from 
FCRV. Sports winners were presented by Kathy Murphy. 75 players participated (separate report). Pet Parade 
winners were presented by Patty Couden (separate report). Entertainer, Frank Hamilton (Johnny Cash tribute) 
was unable to appear due to illness, but instead the audience was treated to Terry Lee Ridleyôs Jerry Lee Lew-
is tribute show. The affable ñKillerò included lots of humor and songs by other artists.  
     Brad McRady took us back in time with the look, sound, and hits of Elvis Presley 
throughout his career. A few ladies in the audience came forward to get a scarf, an Elvis 
concert tradition. He also gave out teddy bears to a few kids. A Veterans drawing was 

held and the Kentucky Colonels hospitality 
topped off the  night. 
     Things were winding down by Friday. The 
óReverse Paradeô was held indoors with 9 groups 
participating. The floats (displays) are stationary 
and the spectators walk by. The teen vs adult soft-
ball game was fun as always with the adults get-
ting the win. The  First Timers had a follow up 
meeting to give their impressions and sugges-
tions.  
     Evening entertainment was preceded by some 
presentations. Shari Weber presented a certificate 
of thanks to Ray Thornton of Michigan for the 

aŀǊŘƛ DǊŀǎ tŀǊŀŘŜ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ tŀƎŜŀƴǘ 
ƭŜŘ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŜƴ .ŀƭƭ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ 

9ƭǾƛǎ ό.ǊŀŘ aŎwŀŘȅύ ƘŀŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

ǎŎŀǊŦǎΦ 

 wƻƴ .ǊŀƭŜȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ŦǳƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜǊ 

ŎƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ ϷрлмΦрл ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ 

tƻǎǘ фс ƛƴ [ƛƳŀ 
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impressive locomotive stage backdrop. Harold Braley presented a check for $830.50 and 850 pounds of food 
donated at Campvention to the West Ohio Food Bank.  The Teens presented a check for $287 from the family 
fun day to accompany the $501.50 from the FCRV Veterans fund raiser to the American Legion Post 96 in 

Lima. The remaining half of family fun day proceeds was given to the 
FCRV Wildlife Fund. Aluminum tab collection was double that of last 
year with 435 lbs. of tabs worth $400 which was given to the Ronald 
McDonald House of Northwest Ohio in Toledo.  21 states turned in 
tabs with IL - 211.1 lbs., MI - 101.2, and MD/DC - 66.2. Canada col-
lected 761 pounds of tabs and 184 pounds of aluminium cans to be 
used for charities in Canada. The Parade awards went to best State / 
Provincial Display ï Ontario, best Youth display ï FCRV Youth, Best 
Teen Display ï FCRV Teen Royalty Court,  Trustees Award ï Ontar-
io, and Parade Stealer ï Ontario. This yearôs Campvention committee 
members marched with signs saying, ñThe Train Has Left the Stationò 
and ñNext Stop Virginia.ò 
      Gunslinger, a four man group from Indiana provided a non-stop 2 

hours of contemporary, high energetic, country rock to close out the weekôs entertainment.  The final door 
prizes were presented including special prizes donated by each state in the Great Lakes Region. The final 
event was the retiring of the U.S, Canadian, and FCRV flags. The FCRV flag was given to the 2018 
Campvention Co-chairmen, Ron and Reba Ray. Shari Weber thanked the many Campvention volunteers and 
the members for coming to Ohio. She wished everyone safe travels and declared the 2017 FCRV Campven-
tion closed. As a final touch the members of the 2018 Campvention in Virginia marched as a group led by 
George Walters  playing as they sang ñDixie.ò  

       tǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ нлму /ŀƳǇǾŜƴǝƻƴΣ bŜȄǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊϥǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƎƴǎ 
ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŦŀǊŜǿŜƭƭΣ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

National Award Recipients  

Citations are awarded for outstanding  

service in FCRV 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Ed and Angie Shaneyfelt  

 
Joined FCRV: 1993 
Leadership 
§ Past Indiana State Association President (five 
years) 

§ Indiana coach of Teen Sports (18 years) 
§ Indiana State Association Teen Chairmen 
(Current for 5+ years) 

§ Security Chairman for Indiana State Association 
(6 years) 

§ Works with Teens in National Sports at 
Campvention 

§ Assisted with campvention 2016 to assure things 
were on track and offered guidance to the 
campvention team. 

National Service  
§ Appointed National Campvention  
Director 2015 

§ Coach for Teen Sports at campvention 
§ Worked security at campventions 
Community Involvement  
§ Current (and for ñmany yearsò) president of the 
Decatur Wrestling Club 

§ 13 year work with the Decatur Baseball League 
Special Recognition 
§ National Citation 2013 
§ Indiana State Association FCRV Service Award 
§ Indiana State Association FCRV Hall of Fame 
Award 

§ Indiana FCRV State Directorôs award twice from-
Dennis and Cindy James  
Henry and Phyllis Koerner 

§ Positively for Indiana award x 3 
§ Certificate of Appreciation for service at 
Campvention 2012 in Blythe, ON 
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Ron and Reba Ray   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Joined NCHA: 1992 
Leadership 
§ FCRV Retiree Directors 
§ Co-Chairmen ï 2018 FCRV  

 Campvention 
§ President ï Georgia State Association 
§ Vice President of Georgia State Asso  

 ciation 
§ Held offices of President, Vice President and Sec-
retary of their local chapter ï Troup Travelers 

§ Coordinator of 2016 FCRV Retiree   
 Rally 

§ Assistant Coordinator of 2015 FCRV  
 Retiree Rally 

§ Editor of Georgia Cracker Barrel   
 newsletter 

§ Chairman of Security Committee for   
 Retiree Rallies 

§ Field Directors 
Community Involvement  
  Participated in Girl Scouts and sports 
  activities with their children 
  Participated in Conservation projects 
  that benefitted their community and  
  state 
 

 
Marvin and Edith Kramer  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joined FCRV:  1995 
Leadership 

§ Field Directors for 20+ years 
§ Participants at the RV show booths over  many 
years 

§ Regional Campout, Edith devised and headed an 
extremely successful fundraiser sewing on patch-
es 

§ As Field Directors of the Silver Foxes they orga-
nized and held the first Southern Colorado Retir-
ee Campout, which they continued to host for 
several years. 

§ Edith has been active in presenting Craft Projects 
at many FCRV events. 

Community Involvement 
§ Participated in the Grey Wolves conservation 
project landscaping the area surrounding new on/
off ramps on I-25 in Colorado Springs 

§ Marvin taught the AARP 55 Alive Senior Driver 
Safety Course for many years, and was always 
available to offer it as an activity at Campouts of 
all sizes 

§ Marvin was committee member of the Colorado 
Spring Classic Hot Air Balloon Festival for 20 
years, serving as Launch and Safety Director. 

§ Edith worked as a docent at the Pioneer Museum 
for 20+ years. She was also a Cheyenne Moun-
tain Zoo docent for 12-14 years. 

Special Recognition 
§ Increased visibility and awareness of FCRV ac-
tivities as well as fostering esprit de corps by cre-
ating patches, making denim vests for the Grey 
Wolves, and embroidering hoodies, t-shirts, and 
aprons with chapter names and logos. 

§ Marvin, who passed away in January will be 
greatly missed by all who knew him in FCRV. 

 
 

Plaques are FCRV's highest award for  
service in FCRV 

 
Gerry and Betty Owens   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joined NCHA:  1981 
Leadership 
§ Present West Virginia State Director  
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§ Currently serving as Advisor for 2018 FCRV 
Campvention 

§ Past Regional Director Southeast Region 
§ Chairman, FCRV Campvention held in Georgia 
1998 

§ Chairman, FCRV Campvention held in West Vir-
ginia 

§ Held offices as President, Vice President, Secre-
tary of West Virginia state organization 

§ Has held all offices in their local chapter  
§ Has been a commercial vendor at several FCRV 
Retiree rallies 

Achievements  
§ Received FCRV Citation 2000 
§ Certificate and plaque from WV FCRV state or-
ganization 

National Service  
§ Served on FCRV Nominating committee 
§ Served on Security Committee at several Retiree 
rallies 

Community Involvement  
§ Participate in local Angel Tree and Food Bank 
ministries 

§ Served in leadership positions with local Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts organizations 

 
  

Ray and Jane Thornton   

 

 

 

 

 

Joined NCHA: October 1988 
Lifetime Member 
Leadership 
1990-Current Michigan Field Director 
1993-2008 ñMichigander Editorò, our quarterly state 
news publication 
2010-Current Michigan State Association Scholar-
ship Director 
1990-Current Michigan Northern District Field Di-
rectors 
2009 Michigan State Association Nominating Com-
mittee Chair 
2009-Current [972] Timber Town Travelers Chapter 
President 
2014-15 Michigan State Association Treasurer 

2014-15 MSA Michigander Subscription Chair 
2015-17 Michigan State Association Treasurer Assis-
tant 
2017-18 Michigan State Association Treasurer 
2002-CurrentðMSA State Campouts, fall and 
spring, was involved in making every activity a huge 
success. We know they were part of many campouts 
prior to this date too.    
§ Chaired/co-chaired many state campouts 
§ Created backdrops and stages 
§ Planned activities and programs 
§ Family Games Chair 
§ Emcee Evening Program 
§ Pageant Stage Hand and co-chair 
§ Organized potlucks 
§ Provided Evening Entertainment such as but not 
limited to music, skits, Mess Michigan 

§ Organized and prepared Regional Campout 
Meals 

2011-Current Family Games Chair for Michiganôs 
Southeast District  
2011-Current Octoberest activities chair for Michi-
gan Field Directors  
1998 Campvention, Perry, GA, Performed at evening 
talent show 
2001 Campvention, Gillette, WY, As DJ provided an 
Evening Street Dance for All 
2004 Campvention, Berrien Springs, MI, Teen Pag-
eant Co-Chair, DJ for Teen Ball, Transportation Co-
Chair 
2015 Campvention, Gilette, WY, Co-hosted Teen 
Dance, D.J. for Teen Ball 
2016 Campvention, Shawnee, OK, Co-hosted Teen 
Dance and provided music; D.J. for Teen Ball 
2017 Campvention, Lima, OH, Chair for Teen Cen-
ter, D.J. for Teen Ball 
2013 Served on the Awards Committee as a Region 4 
representative for field staff 
Community Involvement 
2007 ï Current ï Bridgeport, Michigan, Gun Club 
Member - Involved in winter fish fries as money 
making project to sponsor youth hunting, gun and 
archery safety and conservation programs.  Also 
helps local cub scouts and girl scouts. 
2005 ï current -  Assisted in annual charity auction 
with proceeds going to hurricane Katrina victims 
fund, cancer youth camps, military families with de-
ployed members, toys for tots, battered women and 
children centers, conservation (purchasing trees for a 
campground that lost many of their trees to Emerald 
Ash Borer) 
2007-2016 - Annual charity collection of mittens, 
socks, toiletries etc. for local homeless shelter 
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Special Recogition 
1999ðMichigan State Director Award 
2008ðMichigan Family of the Year Award 
 
     Jane Thornton grew up in FCRV; she and Ray 
have been ACTIVE members since 1990 and are now 
lifetime members. 
     This couple is the perfect example of the ultimate 
volunteer who is always front and center to volunteer 
whenever and wherever needed. This has been our 
observation since being appointed as state directors 
in 2011; however, we know they have been active 
members throughout their tenure. We can always 
count on Ray and Jane to step up and make sure any 
FCRV activity in Michigan is covered and a huge 
success. We cannot think of a single thing Ray and 
Jane has NOT done to make our campouts and any 
activity in Michigan a huge success. 
     Ray and Jane are the most active field directors 
we have. They have never missed a meeting and the 
word ñnoò is not in their vocabulary. They are in-
credibly creative and make any idea presented to 
them happen. 
     More often than not they have created and provid-
ed: stage decorations and back drops, sound (using 
their own professional D.J. equipment), evening en-
tertainment (skits, Mess Michigan, lip sinking, 
ñLemon Sisterò acts and family games to name just a 
few) personally created entertainment for members of 
all ages and abilities. 
     They have provided meals at chapter, district, 
state and region activities and organized many pot-
lucks. 
     This past year at our Great Lakes Regional Cam-
pout held in Michigan, they helped anywhere and 
everywhere needed. We had a full schedule of activi-
ties from Wednesday through Sunday. They were 
involved in every activity from set up to clean up.  

 

Scott and Jill Serbousek  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joined FCRV: 2008 
Leadership  

§ Scott leads get acquainted meetings in Illinois 
and Missouri which have resulted in getting new 
members.  

§ Scott is also the advertising director for his state 
§ Jill is editor of her state newsletter, is the Record-
ing Officer for her state 

§ Jill is the director for Conservation, DASAT and 
Historian for her state 

§ Jill is President of her chapter and has held that 
position for the past 5 years 

§ Jill is also her chapterôs DASAT Chairperson 
§ Scott and Jill assist with promoting FCRV at RV 
shows 

Achievements   

§   With Scott and Jillôs leadership their chapter is a 
very active chapter having received awards for Chap-
ter of the Year as well as conservation awards  
§As DASAT Chairperson for her chapter Jill has re-
ceived recognition from the national DASAT pro-
gram 
§Scott mileage recognition for CAMP during 2016 
222 miles 
§Jill mileage recognition for CAMP during 2016 110 
miles 
National Service  

§ Scott became Vice-President Planning & Devel-
opment in 2012 and continues to serve in that ca-
pacity 

§ Jill was instrumental in starting the photobook 
contest for the historian program. 

§ Jill has been and continues to be a huge contribu-
tor to the fcrv.org website and its development 

§ Both Scott and Jill have participated in the inter-
national band at campvention and were part of the 
band in Shawnee 

National Achievements  

§ Scott formed a national recruiting contest in con-
junction with Bill Eckmann.  The contest was in-
tended to encourage folks to invite people to join 
Family Campers. 

§ Scott began the Family Fun day at campvention.  
This has become an anticipated event at 
campvention with opportunities for all ages to 
have a great time. 

§ Jill has been instrumental in developing fcrv.org 
and FCRVôs facebook presence, both helping to 
promote FCRV 

Community Involvement  

§ Jill and Scott participate in the St Louis Iowa 
Club.  Jill is President and Scott is Treasurer. 

§ Both Scott and Jill have participated in the Great 
Cycle Challenge for Children's Cancer research 
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raising hundreds of dollars. 
§ Both participate in Operation Clean Stream vol-
unteering many hours to clean water ways near 
their home 

§ They also participate in the No More trash bash 
every year volunteering hours in picking up road-
side trash.  No More Trash! is an effort to protect 
Missouriôs natural beauty and wildlife from the 
harmful effects of litter.  

§ Both Jill and Scott became members of the Citi-
zen Police Academy 

§ They are also both Severe Weather Spotters for 
the St Louis area 

Special Recognition 

§ Jill and Scott both received CERT certification. 
§ They both volunteer their services as needed.  
CERT educates individuals about disaster pre-
paredness for hazards that may impact their area 
and trains them in basic disaster response skills, 
such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team 
organization, and disaster medical awareness. 

 
 

Hank Nathan Lifetime Achievement Award  
is presented for lifetime service and  
accomplishments in FCRV 

 
Juanita Woolworth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Juanita and her late husband, Don, are the found-
ers of NCHA in Michigan having organized its first 
chapter, Tails-a-Wagon, in 1963. 
     Tails-A-Wagon has maintained an average of 30 
members since it was chartered in 1963.  It is Michi-
ganôs oldest and largest chapter. 
     Currently, grandson Matt Woolworth, is president 
of Tails-A-Wagon, and all of Juanitaôs great grand-
children are members of the chapter she started 54 
years ago. 

§ The Woolworthôs were appointed State Director 
in 1966.  Under their leadership, Michigan gained 
over 7,000 members and chartered 274 new chap-
ters. 

§ 1965 ï Juanita and Don began the Michigan State 
Association. 

§ 1967 ï Promoted NCHA at the first annual De-
troit Camper Show 

§ NCHA Family of the Year in 1968 
§ Juanita served as Assistant State Director from 
1975-1992 ï a total of 26 years of leadership. 

§ 2013 ï Tails-A-Wagon hosted  Michiganôs Fall 
statewide in honor of Tails-A-Wagonôs 50th anni-
versary. Almost 100 units were on grounds, many 
from other states and Canada in response to 
Juanitaôs personal invitations. 

§ Awarded an NCHA plaque in 1966 
§ Attended 55 Campventions 

¶ 1970 Campvention Chair (hosting 7,070 families) 
¶ 1988 Campvention Co-Chair (hosting 4,017 fami-
lies) 
¶ 2004 Campvention ï VIP Host 
¶ 2010 Campvention ï VIP Host 
 
     Juanita has mentored the four state directors who 
succeeded her, and encouraged many members to 
accept field staff and program positions. 
     During the years we have had the privilege of 
camping with Juanita, she has been steadfast in her 
love and commitment to three priorities: her family, 
her church, and NCHA/FCRV. She is the type of in-
dividual that volunteer organizations such as ours 
rely on to survive. She is the epitome of FCRVôs 
mission of fun, friendship, and family. Michigan will 
always consider her its ñmatriarch,ò and are grateful 
for her lifetime of dedication to MSA and FCRV. 
     54 years of consistent commitment to promoting 
FCRV. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wǳŀƴƛǘŀ ϧ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴǎ YŜƛǘƘ ϧ wƻƴ 



/ŀƳǇƛƴƎ ¢ƻŘŀȅ                   мм                                                                        !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмт 

Merit awards are given for special service 
to FCRV 

Debbie Ludwig 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

George Walters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humanitarian Award 

 

 

 

 

 

Lou & Bob Paul 

Merit, Humanitarian, and Chapter of the Year details 

in next issue  

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETS AT ó17 

CAMPVENTION 

     FCRVôS EXCUTIVE B0ARD MEMBERS 
(Trustees, State/Provincial/Regional Directors, Pro-
gram Directors) met  all day Sunday, July 9, 2017 at 
the Lima Ohio Campvention. Miss FCRV, Emily 
Kurburski and Teen King, Nick Kyte summarized 
their year and joined in leading the National An-

thems. 
     Reports began with Comptroller Vodean  Benham 
reporting income for the year was $131, 225.27 and 
expenses totaled $117, 284.06. Current balance is 
$13,336. Budget Director, Jan Cushing reported a 
Wildlife account balance of $86,982. Grants of 
$5,000 were awarded in 2016. The Process is under-
way to change the name of the Scholarship fund to 
honor NCHAôs Founder, Hank Nathan.  
     Office Manager, Pat Wittmeyer stressed the need 
for every member with email to make sure the office 
has their email address for voting and other urgent 
messages. Debbie Ludwig presented a check for 
$15,917.74 from the Oklahoma Campvention which 
included the $2,000 advance. Reba Ray presented a 
check for $5,000 from the Tallahassee Retiree Rally. 
Carl Wood reported that of 15 applications, 12 were 
completed and submitted with 9 awarded for 2017. 
He noted that since 1990, NCHA/FCRV has awarded 
$372,000 in scholarships 
     Campvention Coordinator, Ed Shaneyfelt noted 
that the 2018 Campvention planning is well under-
way for Doswell, Virginia, July 9-13. 2019 CV will 
be at Hutchison, Kansas State Fairgrounds July 7-13. 
2020 is Canadaôs turn. The 2018 Campvention Chair-
men, Marjory and Don Bates and their Steering Com-
mittee gave a preview of the Virginia location. There 
are 175 full hookup sites and many more with water 
and electric. There is a large Farm Bureau building 
for activities, commercial, and stage. Other buildings 
will be used also. Registration is $290 until June 21, 
$300 at gate. Second family in unit $135. More de-
tails to come. Shirley MacKenzie displayed a large 
quilt with past Campvention patches which will be 
raffled off.  2017 Chairmen Dave and Linda Hennie 
thanked everyone for coming to Lima and credited 
the committees for their advance preparations and 
work at Campvention. 
     Items of business discussed included the use of 
alcohol at chapter and other campouts. It was voted 
to maintain the present policy that allows those 21 
and over may have adult beverages in or around a 
campsite as long as discretion and responsibility are 
observed and you are not disturbing others. It was 
noted that FCRV does not promote alcohol use and 
prohibits sales at FCRV functions. 
     Another item that sparked much discussion was 
the fact that since Camping Today has become an 
online only magazine to reduce cost,, requests for 
black and white printed and mailed copies have been 
costing $3 per mailing (ink, paper, postage, time) or 
$36 per year.  It was decided that those members re-
questing a mailed copy would be responsible for the 


