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     There were lots of people who 
helped with the Tampa Show.  Emma 
& Bob Moore, Florida State Directors 
did a great job coordinating with Flori-
da members and making sure our tri-
fold was in the goodie bags for those 
who attended the rally associated with 
the show.  Lou & Beth Coniglio helped 

by putting together current photos and compiling the 
contact information collected at the show.  The Con-
gilio girls all came and helped when they werenôt in 
school.  Other Florida members who helped with the 
show are Cecil Baker & Annette Wick, Pete & Jane 
Brown, Sharon & Richard Jansen, George & Debbie 
Walters and Johnny & Edith Woodward.  Snowbird 
helpers from OH/FL are Harold, Ron & Jim Braley, 
Claude & Mary Funk, Dave & Linda Hennie, and Jim 
& Barb Turner; MI/FL helper was Sue Carlsen; from 
NC/FL Penny & Billy Ramlow; from IL/FL Duane & 
Ruth Keegan; Leon & LaNelle Ishmael from SC/FL; 
and Tonya & George Rothman and Dave & Deb 
Swanson both from NY/FL.  A huge THANK YOU 
goes out to all of these people.  I think we all had a 
good time and in the process got some good promo-
tion for FCRV. 
 
     While speaking with potential members and exist-
ing members I made a few observations.  The unique-
ness about FCRV are important to people.  The fact 
that we are member owned and volunteer run is im-
pressive to potential members.  The fact that we wel-
come all campers regardless of type or brand is some-
thing our potential members like.  Finally the fact that 
we have been around since 1949 lets our potential 
members know we have longevity.  All of this and the 
education aspect of our organization make us unique.  
With our Conservation Program people learn how to 
enjoy the outdoors and keeping it for future genera-
tions.  Our Wildlife Program teaches about the ani-
mals and how to protect them.  Our members learn 
the value of remaining active through our Campers 
Actively Moving Program.  Learning what to do dur-
ing disasters and to remain safe is the focus of our 
Disaster & Safety Awareness Training Program.  
Then there is the higher learning aspect where we 
provide scholarships for those working on post high 
school degrees.  We have a fantastic organization!   
 
Election 
     Please look for the election article in this issue for 
information on the election process and be sure to 

vote.  It contains important information about the 
election process and how you will receive your ballot.  
The information and platforms of the candidates will 
be in the March issue of ñCamping Todayò 
 
Scholarship 
     This is the time to be working on your scholarship 
application.  Contact Carl & Lynda Wood, Scholar-
ship Director (fcrvscholarship2014@gmail.com) for 
the necessary forms.  Carl & Lynda will also be glad 
to inform you of the deadlines for submissions. 
 
Awards 
     It is an annual tradition for us to recognize out-
standing volunteers at campvention.  Sue Carlsen, 
Recording/Corresponding Officer is our awards coor-
dinator.  She will make a call for nominations soon.  
Consider nominating someone for recognition.  The 
nominations must come from a member of field staff.  
If you are not a field staff member and know of some-
one who should receive recognition, please contact 
your state/provincial director for assistance.  Awards 
forms and more information are on fcrv.org. 
 
Camping 
     The retiree rally is March 20th ï 25th in Tallahassee 
FL.  Dave & Linda Hennie and their team are plan-
ning ñSpring Breakò for all who attend.  All are wel-
come whether retired or not to attend this rally 
planned with the interests of older adults in mind. 
 
     Campvention is July 9th ï 13th in Doswell VA 
where ñOur Country Beganò.  Marjorie & Don Bates, 
Ron & Reba Ray and Gerry & Betty Owens and their 
team are planning a great experience for everyone.  
This rally is planned for all ages and has activities for 
youth, teens and all ages of adults.  Come and reunite 
with your camping family from all over the US and 
Canada. 
 
     Regional and state/provincial campout schedules 
are included on the website.  Check for a campout 
near you.  While the southern folks and snow birds 
are enjoying camping this time of the year, those re-
maining in the north are dreaming and planning for 
the start of the 2018 camping season. 
 
Until the next campfire... 
Shari 

Come Camp With Us! 
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Building Membership by Giving  
òThe Gift of Campingó   

 

 Print out the next page (page 4) and hand out to perspective members. The FREE 6 
month membership is still available. 

 

     If you or someone you know is not sure if a camping club is right for them, Family 
Campers offers the chance to try it for free. 

      Cadet Members receive all the benefits of a paid member, except they don't have the right to vote in elec-
tions. 
     Current FCRV members can use the form below.  Complete the information for both the Cadet and 
you.  Send the form into the National Office.  The Cadet's materials will be mailed to your home so that you 
can present it to the Cadet.  
 
    The success of this program depends on you mentoring this member and seeing that they renew their mem-
bership at the end of their free six months.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Cadet members  First  Name:    Last  Name:       Spouse:   Address:  

       State/Prov.: _______       

Zip/PC:   Home  Phone:   -  -  ______Work:    -   _ - ________ 

E-Mail:     Family  consists  of:    Adults   Children_______Retired  Adults

    

                  CADET MEMBERõS SIGNATURE 

 

FCRV member First  Name:     Last  Name:     Member  #   

Address:        City:    State/Prov.: ______         

Zip/PC:   Home  Phone:   -  -  Work:   -    -   

E-Mail:     

FCRV Memberõs Signature    

FCRV Membership Cards and welcome materials will be sent to FCRV member to present to new Cadet member.  

 

Cadet Membership Program         Procedures and Policies - See Page 6 

C/w± ς Cadet Program Registration  
FCRV  member  mail  completed registration to  address below.  

Family Campers & RVers  -  4804 Transit Rd, Bldg 2 - Depew, NY 14043 
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/ŀŘŜǘ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ -----tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ 
Every paid regular member of FCRV may use the certificate on page 4 

 for a free 6 months membership in FCRV to be given to a  
camping family or individual. 

 

#!$%4 -%-"%2 3)'. 50 02/#%$52%3ȡ 
1. The FCRV member will use the free 6 month Cadet Membership certificate  for a camping family 
or individual. The new member should mirror the qualities of character desired in FCRV members. 
2. The FCRV member will present the Cadet Membership certificate and ask the new family to pro-
vide the information requested and sign the Cadet registration form. 

3. The FCRV member will complete the balance of the registration form, sign and mail it to the Nation-
al Office at FCRV Headquarters, 4804 Transit Rd, Bldg. 2, Depew, NY 14043. 
4. When the National Office receives the registration they will process the membership and mail a FCRV 
Cadet Membership card and welcome letter to the FCRV member. The FCRV member will present the 
membership card and welcome letter to the Cadet member. 
5. When the FCRV member receives the Cadet Membership card and welcome material from the Nation-
al Office, they will also receive another Cadet membership packet with another certificate that they 
may award to another camping family. 

 

#!$%4 -%-"%23()0 -%.4/2).' 35''%34)/.3ȡ 
Once an FCRV member has successfully recruited a Cadet Member, they must assume the responsibilities 
of a mentor for the new family.  These mentoring duties may include: 
 1. Helping the new member become acquainted with other members in the local chapter and the State/
Provincial Associations. 

 2. Offering to caravan with them to campouts and conventions. 
 3. Making sure the new member is welcomed into all activities of the local and State/Provincial cam-
pouts. They should also help the new member become aware of all the benefits and resources available 
to them in FCRV at all levels. 

 4. Help them make arrangements to attend the National Campvention and/or the Retiree Rally. 
 5. Encouraging the new member to enroll for the next year of FCRV membership. 

 

#!$%4  -%-"%23()0 0/,)#)%3ȡ 
 1. Former FCRV members must wait a full year before becoming eligible to receive a Cadet Membership. 
 2. A family may be a Cadet member only once. 
 3. Cadet Members are entitled to all the rights and privileges of FCRV membership except holding an 
elected National office in FCRV, voting on National FCRV matters, and issuing Cadet Memberships. 
Cadet members may pay dues, vote, andhold  office in Local and State/Provincial Chapters and Associ-
ations as provided by the governing documents of those entities. 

 4. Cadet members must accept and abide by FCRV Codes, Rules, and Regulations. FCRV reserves the 
right to deny or rescind a Cadet Membership to families who do not accept and/or abide by FCRV Codes, 
Rules, and Regulations. 

 5. The FCRV Board of Trustees may change or discontinue the Cadet Program when it is deemed neces-
sary. 

 6. FCRV members may count the Cadet member that joins for a full year as qualifying towards their 
entry into or moving up a level in the Ambassador Club. 
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Brake now, Harold..... 
This is where we brake to 

go toé 
     

 
     Spring Break at the North Florida Fairgrounds 
in Tallahassee Florida, March 20-26.    Early bird 
days are March 16-19 and we are waiting for you 
to start Spring Break Week. 
     The week will be swinginô with a Beach Party 
on Thursday afternoon.   
     There will be wet t-shirt contests for the men, 
bikini contests the pets and if you can remember 
when flip-flops were called thongs you will enjoy 
the thong decorating contest.  Beach blanket bingo 
and beach ball volley ball will be some of the 
games at the beach party, all while we sway to the 
tunes of the day.    
     So come on down, bring your best girl or guy 
and join us for the 2018 International Retiree Rally 
in Tallahassee Florida.  Be there or be square. 
 
Dave and Linda Hennie, Chairmen 
Dallas and Barb Dodson, Asst. Chairmen  
 
 

Rally Confirmation Letters  
Penny Ramlow, Registration Chair  
 

     Confirmation letters for those who have registered 
went out in January. I requested on the letter that they 
email me to let me know if they got it.  (Note: hope 
youôve done that.) 
Itôs NOT TOO LATE to register for a fun-filled 
week in Tallahassee! 
 

 
 
 

Retiree Rally Security  
Committee Needs Help  

 
     Chair Dwight Bonifield is asking that 

attendees volunteer a little time to help the security 

committee during the rally.  You can contact him at 

fcrv2004@aol.com.  

Advertising Your Interest  

     Want to advertise a project of yours?  
The program book is under construction 
and there is space for your commercial, and 

very economical, too. 

A full page ad (5x7) is only $50 

 A half page ad (3.5x5) is only $35 

 A business card ad is only $20. 

     You will need to provide the art work in Word or 
jpeg form.   Deadline to submit an ad is March 1, 
2018, and you will need to send it to  
Rpalace1170@aol.com. We will collect the fee at the 
rally. 

     King and Queen contestants will be exempt from 
this fee and will need to submit a photo and bio by 
the same deadline date and to the same email address. 

Contact us for any additional information.                                                                                   
Linda & Dave Hennie, Rally Coordinators. 

 

FCRV Retiree Rally Choir  

CALLING ALL VOICES!  Sign up 
for the Retiree Rally Choir. Sign-up sheets will be 
located in the registration area. Everyone is welcome, 
regardless of experience. 
  
George Walters, choir director  

¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜŜΣ C[ 
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Memorial Ceremony  

by Rev. Harold Braley  

     Please let Rev. Braley know about 
members deaths of your state or province, so those 
names can be read at the National Retiree Rally me-
morial service.    

Send names to hbraley@outlook.com  

 

Book Exchange  

     Patti Thieme, IN, has volunteered to chair the 
book exchange at Tallahassee.  She is encouraging 
attendees to bring both paperbacks & hardcover 
books to the rally to exchange.  The policy is óbring 
one; take oneô.  Share your books with our attendees 

and get some new books yourself in exchangeΦ 
 

 

Food Bank &  
Lap Robes  

 
     We are coming to you in asking for aid and sup-
port of the local food bank  in Tallahassee, Florida in 
March, 2018.  It would help them to be able to pur-
chase more food with cash, but we will take all gifts.  
Our FCRV family has always had an open heart to 
give to the area where we enjoy your rallies. 
     We are also asking for lap robes.  Weôve been 
sharing lap robes with local nursing home/hospitals 
for several years at the Retiree Rally.  We look for-
ward to receiving many this year in Tallahassee.   
 
Your efforts are so appreciated. 
Love, Ashley & Gloria Taylor, Food Bank Chairs 
 
 

C.A.M.P. - Campers  
Actively Moving Program  

 
     Plan on starting every morning at the 

rally walking with us on the C.A.M.P. Walk and earn 
coupons you can spend towards FCRV merchandise. 
Dick and I will enjoy visiting with you during our 
walks. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you in Tallahassee, FL. 
Kathy & Dick Buresh, Chairs 
 

Red Hat Luncheon  

     Red Hat committee is continuing 
to get ready for the spring rally. Hope everyone has 
marked the dates in their calendar, and are looking 
forward to having some fun. March will be here be-
fore you know it. Hope everyone's holidays went 
well. See all of you in Tallahassee. 
 
Until mid-March, 
Dora, Sandi, & Shari 
  
 

Rally Craft  
by Judy Elenburg  

 
     There is a Flip Flop decorating contest at the Ral-
ly.  Bring your Flip Flops to my craft time.  My craft 
will be for you to decorate them.  I will provide an 
assortment of things to use to decorate them.  I will 

also have some ideasΦ 
Looking forward to seeing you in Tallahassee. 
 
 

Variety Night Show  
Tradition Continues  

 
     For the last several years it has been the tradition 
of the Retiree Rally to have a variety show after the 
very moving Memorial Service. This has allowed us 
to transition from a fitting remembrance of FCRV 
members who have died since the last rally to a relax-
ing and fun evening that features our own home-

grown talentΦ 
     The variety night lasts about 90 minutes, and we 
try to have 12-15 óacts.ô Individuals are allowed 5 
minutes, and group skits are allowed 10 minutes. We 
usually have several states and a couple of provinces 
represented in this variety night. 
     Sign-up will be during the first two days of regis-
tration, but now is the time to be thinking about 
something you, your chapter, state/province could 
perform to entertain us all. If you can sing, do recita-
tions, play an instrument, dance, do monologues ï
comic or serious-, or have a group skit, we hope 
youôll sign up. 
     Think about it, and weôll see you at registration.  
 
Jack Smye 
Variety Night Chairman 
 
 

mailto:hbraley@outlook.com
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2018 RETIREE KING & QUEEN CANDIDATES 
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From the Campvention 
Chairs,  

Marjory & Don Bates  
 

      We continue to work toward mak-
ing FCRV Campvention 2018 a fun 

and successful event for all of you.  If you would like 
to volunteer for any of the committees, please let us 
know.  Being involved allows you to meet many new 

friends and really helps usΦ 
     Our email address is mbates13@bellsouth.net  
 
 

Campvention  
Pet Parade  

 
 by Millie Pauwels  

 
     The Pet Parade theme is the same as the 
Campvention theme ïóWhere It All Beganô.  We will 
have prizes based on the youngest, oldest, cutest, best 
dressed, and other categories. 
 

 

Campvention 2018  
Hospitalities Info  

 
by LaNelle & Leon Ishmael, chairs  

 
     2017 is behind us, and before we know it, we will 
be headed to Virginia for Campvention. Leon and I 
are wintering in Florida and won't be receiving our 
mail on a timely basis so please email or call for your 
hospitality forms.  
     We want to have a lot to give everyone a chance  
to meet and greet.   
 
Email is lanelleishmael@yahoo.com  
Phone: Leon: 515-520-7958, LaNelle: 803-341-2470  

 
 

Door Prizes Needed  
 

     Just a reminder that door prizes are 
needed to be brought to Campvention for our com-
mittee to give away to the lucky ones receiving one. 
Thanks for your support as we are looking for prizes 
from each state & province.    

 
 Mary Burrus, door prize chairman 
 

 

Calling all FCRV Teensé. 
Are you looking for a way to get 

involved? 
Are you artistic and creative? 

 
Then we need you to design the 

2018 Campvention Royalty Contest T-Shirt. 
 

     This is the shirt that the contestants and outgoing 
court will wear during the Royalty Contest opening 

July 9 - 13, 2018 

The Meadow Event Park 

Doswell, Virginia 

Campvention Parking 

Info  

All parking pedestals have  

50-amp service only  

Those requiring 30/20 amp service bring 

an adapter for their unit  

mailto:mbates13@bellsouth.net
mailto:lanelleishmael@yahoo.com


/ŀƳǇƛƴƎ ¢ƻŘŀȅ                   мм                                                                    CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлму 

number and for the Poise and Confidence (essay) por-
tion. Our theme for 2018 is ñWhere Our Country Be-
gan.ò T-shirt designs should convey the theme and be 
simple as T-shirts will only be printed in a single col-
or. Send your designs to Becca Coniglio at beccaco-
niglio@yahoo.com with 2018 Royalty Contest T-
shirt Design in the subject line.  The deadline for 
entries is February 28. 
  

      

 

Campvention DASAT Seminars  

by Joe Boswell, FCRV DASAT Director  

ACTIVE SHOOTER: Have you ever wondered 
what to do if an ñactive shooterò situation occurred at 
your place of work, the childôs school, the mall, a 
moving theatre, and even at church? This tragic situa-
tion is occurring more and more frequently through-
out society. As a simple recap, this past fall, several 
members of a local community were killed as they 
gathered to worship. Ask yourself this simple ques-
tion, would you know what to do in an ñactive shoot-
erò situation? It is extremely difficult to prepare for 
this type of disaster. One does not know where or 
when this is going to occur. In order for you to be 
better prepared ñAn Active Shooterò update presenta-
tions will be one of our seminars at the National 
Campvention. Knowing what to do and how to react 
is very import in keeping yourself and others safe. 
Watch for more details as they become available and 
plan to attend this DASAT program. It could save 
your life. 
 
Opioids: The number one killer in America To-
day. A very special ñDrug Awarenessò program will 
be presented by the Caroline County Sheriff Office, 
on the effects, and dangers of Opioids. The uses of 
these drugs are killing people in numbers unbelieva-
ble. This seminar will explore the various types of 
opioids, their how they can lead to drug addiction and 
so much more. Many communities are having work-
shops and seminars to update and education the gen-
eral public on the dangers of their use. You are en-
couraged to be a participant in this educational and 
life-saving ñdrug awarenessò prevention seminar. The 
date and time of the seminar will be forth coming as 
we prepare for Campvention in July. 

 

Kidde Fire Extinguisher 

RECALL  
 

     Kidde Home Safety Company 
has recalled certain plastic handle 
and push button fire extinguishers used in RVs and 
boats. Metal handle models are not included. 
     For information, go to www.kidde.com/home 
safety then search product recalls and follow the link. 
 

 

Call for National  

Award Nominations  

     Before we get too far into 
the New Year, letôs take a moment to reflect on the 
accomplishments of our fellow campers in 2017. Can 
you think of someone whose performance last year is 
worthy of national recognition? Each summer at 
campvention, FCRV acknowledges its members for 
outstanding service in their community as well as 
within the organization itself. These distinctions in-
clude: Chapter of the Year, Individual Award (Plaque 
or Citation), Humanitarian Award, Lifesaving Award, 
and the Hank Nathan Lifetime Achievement Award. 
While honors are presented on stage in July, recipi-
ents of a national award are not required to attend 
campvention. So, if the person(s) youôre thinking 
about is unable to travel to Virginia this summer, 
please donôt let that discourage you from submitting a 
nomination. 
     Itôs a great feeling to have your efforts acknowl-
edged by your peers. Anyone can recommend a fel-
low member for a national award. With regards to the 
Humanitarian and Lifesaving awards in particular, it 
is often the chapter members who can best identify 
those who qualify. The criteria for each award and 
the necessary forms are on the national website 
(www.fcrv.org). After you complete the form, youôll 
need to forward it to a member of the field staff, Ex-

Golf Cart Rental  

Campvention 2018 
 

Application found elsewhere in 

this issue 

mailto:beccaconiglio@yahoo.com
mailto:beccaconiglio@yahoo.com
http://www.kidde.com/home%20safety
http://www.kidde.com/home%20safety
http://www.fcrv.org
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ecutive Board, or a trustee for approval. If you will 
please take a few minutes to review the material on 
the website, Iôm hopeful you will think of someone 
who deserves recognition this year. Feel free to con-
tact me if you have any questions or need help getting 
started. 

All award nominations must be submitted by April 
15, 2018. 

Thank you. 

Sue Carlsen 
Recording/Corresponding Officer 
carlsens@tampabay.rr.com  

 

National Election  

     There are three positions up for elec-
tion in March.  President has one can-

didate, Shari Weber from Illinois who is incumbent. 
Vice President Programs has two candidates, George 
Walters from Florida, the incumbent and Loren 
Douglas from Ontario.  Recording/Corresponding 
Officer also has two candidates, Sue Carlsen from 
Florida/Michigan, the incumbent and Cheryl Des-
coteaux from South Carolina.  There will be bios and 
platforms in the March issue of ñCamping Todayò.  
Members of FCRV are entitled to one vote.  Ballots 
will be distributed by email for those of you who 
have email and by first class mail for the rest.  We 
will use email address and postal addresses we have 
on file for you.  If you have an address or email 
change, please let the National Office know. Phone 
716-668-6242   Email fcrvnat@verizon.net. 

 

 

 

 

       Beth O'Neal, Miss 
FCRV 2017 is ready to help 
deliver Christmas gifts for 
the ALF Chapter (IL,MO) 
Adopt a Family project. 

 

 

 

Indiana FCRV Delivery  
To Riley Childrenôs Hospital  

 By Patti Thieme 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
     On November 21st Ed Shaneyfelt (my son) and I 
went to Riley hospital in Indianapolis, Indiana to de-
liver all the donations that the Indiana FCRV had col-
lected the past year.  We met with Mike G. of guest 
relations to load up the cart of donations and to fill 
out the paperwork.  Pictured above are myself and 
Mike with the donations. This is what all of the dona-
tions consisted of: 
       55 Stuffed Animals, 3 Fleece Blankets, 16 Barbie 
Dolls, 8 Flash Card decks, 15 Backpacks, 29 Puzzles, 
12 Holiday Fun kits, 8 Christmas Stockings, 7 Bill-
folds, 2 Hats,  Nail Polish Collections, 3 Art Kits, 7 
Bottles of Bubbles, 4 Magnetic Mirrors, 6 Dry Erase 
Boards, 17 Hot Wheel Cars, 10 Scarfs, 6 Hat and 
Glove sets, 51 Pair of Gloves, 26 Handmade Bags, 17 
Handmade Quilts, 50 Note books, 20 Folders, 30 
Coloring Books, 6 Binders with Paper, 3 Pencil 
Holders, 3 Tea Sets, 4 Plastic Cars.  
     Included with those donations were also: 12 Bags 
each with a Coloring book, Crayola Crayons, Stick 
Glue, Toothpaste, Toothbrush, Pencils, 2 Note Pads, 
Eraser, Pencil Sharpener, and a Picture Frame inside. 
Then 12 more bags each with Scissors, Stick Glue, 
Eraser, 2 Note Pads, Pencils, Pen, Kleenex, Picture 
frame, Hand Sanitizer, and a Pencil Sharpener. 
     I thoroughly enjoy collecting the donations and to 
see the look on the faces at Riley when we bring all 
the donations in. I am looking forward to see what 
the Indiana group will collect for next yearôs dona-
tions.  Thanks to everyone that donated gifts or mon-
ey the past year and also to the State organization for 
the monetary donation for the purchase of gifts. 
 

mailto:carlsens@tampabay.rr.com
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Tampa RV Show 

     For the first time FCRV has a booth at the Tampa 

Super RV Show.....this is the set-up crew! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Driving and Your Tires  

By Joe Boswell, National D.A.S.A.T. Director   

 

     Happy New Year to everyone! In looking at the 
various weather news reports it seems many have al-
ready begun or have been experiencing various road 
hazards. This time of year brings lots of snow and ice 
on the road ways. The further up north you live or 
travel you are bound to experience this type of road 
conditions. Before all of the temperatures dropped 
that was the time to make sure you were prepared for 
adverse driving conditions. Here are a few points to 
make your winter driving a bit better.  

     First, check your tires. Do they have the proper 
tread depth? Here is a simple trick, use a penny and if 
the tread wear is below the head of Abraham Lincoln 
on a penny your tireôs tread wear is not safe for any 
type of highway driving. Off to the tire store for new 
tires should be your next stop, if your tread wear is 
not adequate for winter driving. In todayôs world, 
most people purchase what is considered to be ñall 
seasonò tires. They provide some traction for rain, 
and a small amount of traction for driving in the 
snow. Years ago, many people purchased what was 
considered to be ñsnowò tires. They had a heavy tread 
tires and were much better for winter driving. These 
tires were designed to óbiteô the snow and provided a 

lot more traction. People who purchased these tires, 
used them during the winter months and changed 
back to their standard road tires for the spring, sum-
mer and early fall driving months. Keep in mind no 
matter what type of tires one may have on their vehi-
cle-they are not suitable for driving on ice. For driv-
ing on ice, ñtire chainsò are considered the best and 
even they can fail. The best thing for ñicyò road con-
ditions is to just stay off the roads.   

     Second, stay off the cell phone. Here is a basic 
fact, when you are on the cell phone you are not pay-
ing attention to road, driving conditions or anything 
else. Simple fact: put down the cell phone while driv-
ing. Using a cell phone while driving can cause an 
accident and you could be the charged for causing the 
accident.  

     Third, it takes two hands on the steering wheel to 
properly steer the car in adverse driving conditions. 
By having two hand on the steering wheel you will 
have better control of the vehicle and can guide your-
self into and out of adverse conditions with a little bit 
of ease. You can also ñfeelò the obstacles of the road 
as you drive along. 

     Fourth, slow down! You need not be in a hurry-
you will get to your destination safely by just taking 
your time and slowing down. Just because there is a 
posted speed limit, driving slower during adverse 
conditions, is much safer. I am sure you have seen on 
the news reports or have been witness to someone 
driving too fast who spins out of control causing an 
accident. They may have also ended up in the ditch 
because they were in too big of a hurry for the road 
conditions. If road conditions are that bad, to be safe, 
simply stay off the road. 

     Fifth, do you have a window scraper, blanket, 
shovel, kitty litter, or salt to help you get unstuck in 
the snow? You may need the blanket if you end up 
stuck someplace for a few hours or for the night. The 
kitty litter will give you add added weight to the driv-
ing wheels of your car and it can be put under your 
tires when you have become stuck for more traction. 
These are simple items, and can be useful during win-
ter driving conditions.  

     All the above points are things to take into consid-
eration for winter driving. In order to be safe, every-
one should take time to make sure your car is proper-
ly prepared for the ówinterô months of constantly 
changing road conditions. True, one may have other 
things to do to your car in and effort to be prepared it 
for the winter driving months. For example, as mak-
ing sure your washer fluid it full and your wind shield 



wipers are in good condition.  

     No matter where one lives, driving conditions do 
change. How prepared you are depends on your own 
safety and the safety of other who may be in your ve-
hicle. Safe traveling everyone! 

  

 
 

 

LOOKING BACK -  
REMEMBERING JIM BOB 

 
By DeWayne Johnston  

 
     Have you ever known someone who was always 
fun to be around and who could lift your mood just 
by talking with you? That was James Robert óJim 

Bobô Ealey.  Jim and his wife, 
Shirley were known through-
out NCHA/FCRV starting 
when they became members 
and later officers of the Lenape 
Road Runners Chapter in 
northeastern Pennsylvania. Jim 
Bob also helped the PA State 
Association and the PA Retir-
ees by entertaining at campouts 
and serving as MC at Penn 

Camp (state campout) many times. He also served as 
President of the PA State Retirees. Jim and Shirley 
were voted International Retiree King and Queen at 
the 1998 FCRV Retiree Rally in Harlingen, Texas. 
     On the national level óJim Bobô and Shirley took 
over the job of Retiree Directors when George Mur-
ray passed away unexpectedly. They served with a 
steady hand until 2008. 
Jim Bob was asked to 
MC at Campventions 
five times, including 
several Miss FCRV Pag-
eants. His homespun hu-
mor and repertoire of 
songs such as ñIôm My 
Own Grand Paò and 
ñMississippi Squirrel 
Revivalò allowed the 
flexibility of stretching 
and filling on stage when 
necessary. He shared his natural talent generously 
with FCRV.  
     Jim Bob spent 32 years in education at the Pen 
Argyl and Bangor PA schools teaching 3rd,7th, and 8th 
grade history and elementary physical education. He 
was elected by his fellow teachers to the post of Pres-
ident of Elementary Department of PA Classroom 
Teachers. Shirley Ealey, always by Jim Bobôs side 
helping him stay organized, was a secretary in the 
Pen Argyl School District. Their first post retirement 
job was as bus tour directors for a national travel 
company. They were very active in their church in-
cluding Choir Director and Food Bank coordinator. 
Jim Bob was a lay minister and eventually was or-
dained. 
     Unfortunately most of their activities came to a 
halt in February 2010 when Jim Bob suffered a seri-
ous stroke. With Shirley by his side, caring for him as 

only she could, he made consid-
erable progress and kept a posi-
tive outlook, visiting campouts 
near home whenever possible. He 
even was able to sing again. 
James Robert Ealey died at age 
80 on October 11, 2014. His de-
voted wife, Shirley has been liv-
ing in a rest home near her family 
for the past few years. The only 
contact address available is 
through Deborah  Ealey,  

44 Broadway, Bangor, PA 18013. 
     Longtime friends, Virgie and Stirling Acosta of 
Louisiana said of  Jim Bobôs passing at the time, ñ 
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NEW LOOK FOR WEBSITE 

 

 

     If youôve been on the FCRV website 

youôll see we are working on a new look. 

Please bear with us as we work on moving 

the information from one design to another 

and updating the information. We feel this 

design will be easier to find information.  

     If you have anything you would like 

added to the website, please let us know. 

Thanks for your patience! 


